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Sunday Services
10:30 AM
6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton
Join Us On Zoom!
March 7
Our Commitment to Each Other
All are welcome to join us as we look at the question, "What does it mean to be a people of
Commitment?" In the past year, our commitment to our own beloved SWUU community has been
tested and has changed. Today we celebrate our own strength by recommitting to our
congregational covenant.
-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson
Worship Associate: Adrienne Ellis
Focus Collection: Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio
March 14
Our Commitment to the World
If, as Unitarian Universalists we are a people of Commitment, what do we owe the wider
community and the world outside of our congregation? What commitments are embedded in our
seven principles? Join us today (on Pi day!) as we look at our commitment to change, and what
that means for us as a people.
-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson
Worship Associate: Mark Jackson
March 21
Our Commitment to Ourselves
As a people of Commitment, we must not lose sight of our ultimate commitment to ourselves and
our own wellbeing. Today we will practice Mindful Self-Compassion in the stories we hear, in the
meditations that we do, and even in the ways that we give.
-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson
Worship Associate: Anastasia Birosh
March 28
Be the Change You Want to See
In a world where too many religions offer either hell or cheap grace, Unitarian Universalism has
so much to offer, but it is up to us to make that more than just a promise. In the words of Mahatma
Gandhi “You must be the change you want to see in the world.”
-Led by Rev. Craig Roshaven, retired minister, First Jefferson UU, Fort Worth, Texas
Worship Associate: Ken Ellis

--

—————The Forum—————
Message from your Minister
Commitment
Hello, all! This month we recognize that a year has passed since we closed our
physical doors due to the COVID-19 outbreak. In the past 12 months we have made
the choice to commit ourselves to our Beloved Community more than ever,
strengthening our holy bond to one another through virtual gatherings, exchanging
Christmas cookies, participating in Sunday services, and so much more. How
appropriate, then, that the theme of this month is “Commitment.”
On the subject of commitment, UU minister Rev. Victoria Safford has said,
“The central question for us is not, ‘What do we believe?’ but more, ‘What do
we believe in? To what larger love, to what people, principles, values, and
dreams shall we be committed? To whom, to what, are we accountable?’ In a
tradition so deeply steeped in individualism, it becomes a spiritual practice for
each of us to ask [these questions], not once and for all, but again and again.”
This month we turn toward this deeply important question that demands an
answer of us: “To whom, to what, are we accountable?” As winter shows signs of
breaking and as vaccines give us reason to hope for a brighter and warmer future,
we take stock of the past year and look forward as well. We have made choices over
the past year that included a constant renewal of our commitments every time that
we have chosen to engage with our Beloved SWUU Community. We remain
accountable to these commitments in many ways: financially, spiritually,
emotionally, and more.
This month, we will both celebrate the abiding strength of our community
through past hardships as well as look at our commitments to the wider world as
Unitarian Universalists. Lastly, we will take a look within, gently renewing our
commitment to our own well-being and self-care.
I look forward to being with you in our virtual space which we make holy by
our presence on Sunday mornings!
With so much love,
Rev. Meg
minister@swuu.org
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Focus Collection for March:
Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio
by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee
The March Focus Collection will support Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio, an
organization working for healthy bodies and healthy communities by maintaining 17
health center locations in North, East and Central Ohio. The vision of Planned
Parenthood of Greater Ohio is "to create a world where sexual and reproductive rights
are basic human rights, where access to health care does not depend on who you are, and
where every person has the opportunity to choose their own path to a healthy and
meaningful life". Their mission is "to protect, promote and provide empowered health
care for people throughout Ohio".
Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio is an affiliate of the most trusted reproductive
health care organization in the world, Planned Parenthood Federation of America. Their
services are designed to help people make lifelong informed choices that focus on
responsibility, prevention of unintended pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections and
reproductive cancers. As a leading source of medically accurate sexuality education and
information, they believe sexuality education should begin at home, continue throughout
life and be fact based.
Focus Collection donations can be made by mailing a check to SWUU, 6320
Royalton Rd., North Royalton, OH 44133 or through the Vanco GivePlus website.
Thank you for helping to support and maintain these important services in our
community.
Urban Hope Visit February 14
by Jan Wehn, Social Justice Committee
Eleanor, Nick, Debby and Jan packed up lunches for 30 to take down to the
Storefront. Bags had sandwiches, applesauce, chips, cheese sticks, nuts, Valentine
cookies and candy. We also took gift bags with masks, hand sanitizer, packs of tissue
and chocolate hearts, and a case of water. Our next visit is Sunday, March 14. Due to
your generosity, we have enough money to buy supplies to fill the bags.
Today Debby and I attended a Zoom steering committee meeting about Urban
Hope. The numbers are down, but the good news is that there are many places for those
without housing to shelter. We are taking supplies such as warm clothing, socks,
hoodies, underwear, etc. They are appreciated and used. It's not advised to have too
many items in stock throughout the week as there have been several break-ins. We are
all looking forward to the day when we can cook and serve meals and interact with the
guests.
Thank you for your continued concern and commitment to taking care of our
Cleveland neighbors.
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There is No Antiracism Fairy
by Anastasia Birosh (they/them), on behalf of the Antiracism Taskforce
There is SO MUCH activity in the SWUU Antiracism Taskforce (we hope to become an
official SWUU Committee later this month) that I almost don’t know where to begin. But as with
all things, it is good to begin at the beginning.
The effort began back in July of 2020 with a brainstorming meeting. At that meeting, we
discussed what it meant to truly be a white antiracist, what we each wanted from the group, how
and when to invite others in, and ultimately what it means to be an Antiracist Congregation. We
made a covenant and focused on not burdening or re-traumatizing BIPOC (Black, Indigenous,
and People of Color) with our learning. We also wrote our own personal antiracism mission
statements.
We all agreed that learning more about our own internal biases, including our white
privilege, respectability politics, and white silence was a great starting place. To do this, we read
the book “Me and white Supremacy: Combat Racism, Change the World and Become a Good
Ancestor” by Layla F. Saad. Speaking for myself, I can say that I learned that I wasn’t the
entirely “woke” white person I thought I was, and that my optical allyship, though wellintentioned, may have caused harm, and that impact matters far more than my intention.
In sharing my personal experience, I hope to convey that this is deep, deep inner work that
needs to be coupled with a commitment to consistently show up for BIPOC. Not everything
discovered that’s been buried under a wealth of good intentions, is pretty. This work is not meant
to be feel good or be easy, but to expand perceptions and challenge us to lose our white privilege
so that we can truly live in beloved community here on earth.
As the title implies, there is no antiracism fairy. Our congregation is majority white, and
we cannot simply think of ourselves as antiracists without examining, reflecting, and changing. I
will admit that my title is a riff on a quote that Ms. Saad included from Winona LaDuke who
said, “There is no social-change fairy. There is only change made by the hands of individuals.”
At this point, as we are getting closer to being an official SWUU Committee, we want to
gauge congregational interest. The goal of this Taskforce is to challenge ourselves, our thinking,
and our past in order to de-center whiteness and uplift and support BIPOC voices. And we are
agreed on emphasizing the need for this small but mighty congregation to adopt the 8th Principle.
Are you interested in joining us on this hardscrabble road to dismantle this system of
oppression and marginalization called white supremacy? Are you ready to do the work? If so,
contact either myself or Adrienne Ellis.
SWUU Membership News
by Susan Paxson, Membership Committee
February was a busy month for our committee. Early in the month, we organized and
carried out a virtual valentine exchange. With volunteer drivers, and 15 participants, we were
able to spread some SWUU love to each other and some of our members. The creativity was a
sight to behold! We may have to continue doing this after covid, it was so much fun! On
Saturday, February 20th at 10:30, the membership committee held its first SWUU Welcome
Session for newcomers who have been attending virtually. We really enjoyed getting to actually
meet some of these folks for the first time. We will probably have a similar session in April or
May.
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SWUU on the Web
For general information
about SWUU, services, sermons, committees and the
most up-to-date calendar of
events, visit our website at:
www.swuu.org
————————————
Receive The Forum
Electronically!
If you would like to receive
The Forum via email, contact
forum@swuu.org
————————————
Join the SWUUlist
Would you like to submit something to The Forum?
If you would like to join a
newsgroup focused on issues
of importance to SWUU, eWrite as if the reader is new to SWUU
mail connect@swuu.org and
Include first and last names, and area codes
request to join the SWUUlist.
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible
————————————
Include the city in which the event is located
Sermons
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations
If
you
would
like to receive
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful
sermons
via
email
or by mail,
as well.)
contact office@swuu.org
Encourage volunteering and participation gently.
————————————
Board Minutes
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements.
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thurs- If you would like to receive
day morning of each week.
the Board Minutes via email,
contact office@swuu.org ,
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met.
and put “Board Minutes” in
the subject line
The Forum is published on the 1st day of each month
————————————
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the calEditorial Team
endar of each issue.
Dan Paxson
_______________________________________________________
Susan Paxson
The Board of Trustees meets once per month. Check the calendar on our website for the specific date. Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary.
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SWUU Are You Results Are In!
by Adam Miller, Committee on Ministry
In case you missed the big reveal of the 30 baby pictures from the SWUU Are You
photo game, the photos with names are in the last nine pages of this forum. Weren’t we
cute?!
Breaking News—Reimagined Service Auction Begins March 5th!
by Steve Doucette, Stewardship Committee
Each year the service auction has been our second most important fundraiser…and
a great opportunity to build relationships. Traditionally, we get together as a large crowd
in an enclosed space, talk a lot, laugh a lot, at times almost howl with laughter…not
advisable right now!
Reimagined Service Auction Overview
New:
 Our virtual auction website. (Thank you, Dan Paxson!)
 March 5th. You will be able to donate services and items directly on the website
through the end of the auction. (Full details, instructions, and link will be sent to
you through SWUU list and the Thursday SWUU News.)
 April 1st at 7pm. You may place bids and buy virtual raffle tickets at any time
over a 3 week period.
 April 22nd. The auction will close.
 April 25th. We will conduct the raffle portion of the auction at the Sunday
service.
As in the Past:
Some items/services will be offered as a “silent auction,” which means you can
out bid previous bidders and the highest bid at the close of the auction wins.
Some items/services will be offered at a fixed price, often with a limited number
on a first come, first serve basis.
Some items will be raffled. You can buy any number of virtual tickets. Drawing
for winners will take place at the Sunday service on April 25th.
There is not an opportunity for cash and carry items right now. We are hopeful
that we can hold an in person event in the Fall that might include cash and carry.
Keep your fingers crossed that the health environment improves.
New Covid-19 Guidelines: On the Homepage of the auction website you will see new
Covid-19 Guidelines for the auction to ensure everyone’s reasonable safety.
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“Getting to Know You”
Interview by Susan Paxson
Adrienne Ellis has the distinct honor of
being the only person who was born into SWUU
and has returned to be an active member!
Growing up in Medina and then Berea with her
parents, Ellen and Ken, and older brothers
Jordan and Troy, she says she always felt
supported and allowed to be the person she
wanted to be. Her parents offered guidance
while encouraging her to explore and ask
questions and always talked to her as if her
opinions were important. Their family ate
dinner together with no tv on and they were/are
very close. Her love of nature developed during
these years when their family spent a lot of time
hiking and camping and when they traveled, they
visited natural and historic places. She
remembers the importance of church even during
these early years. She says she always felt a deep connection to church and felt the sense of community.
She finds that even now, she can get along with people of all different ages because of her experience
with her SWUU church family and the way they always treated her with respect and listened to her
ideas. Her core values of compassion and empathy and love of the environment were all nurtured here.
In high school, Adrienne studied hard, played multiple instruments, and formed a tight knit group
of friends that supported one another, shared similar values, and spent time in nature. Adrienne went
to Gettysburg College in Pennsylvania to major in Environmental Science and minor in writing. She is
one of the few people I have met who actually went to church during these years! She also was involved
in the Gay Straight Alliance there, and served as its president for two years.
After college, she got a job teaching middle school science in the inner city of San Antonio
through Teach for America. It was probably the most difficult job she ever did, working with kids who
were dealing with extreme hardship, and feeling so much compassion but also being their teacher and
having a responsibility to manage the classroom behavior and teach (all without having studied
education in school)! It is no surprise that she sought out a UU Church in San Antonio, as this helped
her through the two years she spent there. The other thing that got her through the first year, probably
the most difficult one, was planning her three-week cross-country trip. She didn’t want to go alone, so
she invited her high school friend, Dann Herwerden and they camped and hiked in many National Parks,
visiting 18 friends and family members along the way. By the end of the trip, their relationship had
deepened and she and Dann have been partners for the last 4 ½ years.
During the second year of teaching, Adrienne was missing family and her life in Ohio, and she
returned finding a job helping companies be more socially, ethically and environmentally responsible.
She is glad that her job helps her be a positive part of the solution to climate change. She enjoys hiking
and spending time with friends and she journals almost every day. She also loves to sing and has done a
number of our hymns during our virtual services. In addition to singing, Adrienne serves as a worship
associate, teaches RE including OWL, and most recently, co-chairs our newly formed Anti-Racism Task
Force with Anastasia Birosh. She says that volunteering at church brings her life meaning because she
wants to bring happiness and joy to others and help them through life’s struggles. As thoughtful as she
is, Adrienne still knows how to laugh and have fun. Her positive spirit shines through no matter what
she is doing. We are blessed to have her!
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Sharing and Caring
From Leah Rearick and husband Jose: “We truly appreciate being held in
community after our automotive repair shop sustained a fire in November of last
year. Thank you to everyone who reached out in support, offered a prayer, or lit a
candle with us in mind. Throughout this entire ordeal, we never felt alone. Thanks
for the love! We are happy to announce that we have found a new shop, and will
be back in business soon.”
Please keep Deb Celinski and her family in your thoughts and prayers. Her
cousin James, who was only 41, died suddenly this past week.
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the next issue

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church
6320 Royalton Road
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

We are happy to mail The Forum to anyone who would like to receive it.
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