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Sunday Services 
 10:30 AM 

6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton 
Join Us On Zoom! 

 
January 3 

Imagining 2021  
Happy New Year! Please join us as we look toward the future with excitement and imagination. 
All are welcome as we set our intentions for the new year.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Jaret Gold 

Focus Collection: Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 

January 10 
Heart and Hearth  

A post-COVID world might never look like our old ideas of "normal." Imagine with us what 
environmentalism can look like as a way forward in these times. Guest speaker Rev. Renee 
Ruchotzke will speak on how looking to our past can help us imagine a bright future for the whole 
planet.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Ken Ellis 
January 17 

MLK Day 2021  
In a month where the theme is Imagination, we need look no further than the imaginings of the 
great dreamer himself, Rev. Dr. Martin Luther king Jr. Join us as special guest Rob H. from the 
Party for Socialism and Liberation gives us hope for a future that looks like Dr. King's dream.   

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Mark Jackson 

January 24 
Four Ways to Change the World  

Lawyer and social justice activist Bryan Stevenson posits that there are four things we need to do 
to change the world. This Sunday, we explore how we, as people who are called to work for 
justice and equity, can create change in the world.   

-Led by Rev. Kimberly Quinn Johnson, UU Congregation of the South Fork, Bridgehampton, 
NY     

Worship Associate: Adrienne Ellis 
(—Continued on Page 2—) 
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—————The Forum————— 

Message from your Minister 
 

Imagination 
 
Those who know me well know that I am a big fan of the Christian poet Rev. Jan Richardson. As 

a New Year’s gift to you, I’d like to offer her “New Year’s Blessing” with my sincere love. 
 

The Year as a House 
   Jan Richardson 

Think of the year as a house: 
door flung wide in welcome, 
threshold swept and waiting, 
a graced spaciousness opening and offering itself to you. 

Let it be blessed in every room. 
Let it be hallowed in every corner. 
Let every nook be a refuge 
and every object set to holy use. 

Here let the weary find their rest 
and let them find their soothing 
and let them find their place 
and let them find their delight. 

And may it be in this house of a year 
that the seasons will spin in beauty, 
and may it be in these turning days 
that time will spiral with joy. 

And may it be that its rooms will fill  
with ordinary grace 
and light spill from every window 
to welcome the stranger home. 

 
May your weary heart find peace and comfort in this new year. Our theme this month in worship 

will be imagination, and we will be gleefully diving into the possibilities as we imagine all of the 
wonders that this new year holds in store.  All are welcome! 

 
With so much love, 
Rev. Meg 
 

(—Continued from Page 1—) 

January 31 
Imagining Intersectionality  

On the last day of January 2021, let's really stretch our imaginations by looking at what the heck this 
thing called "Intersectionality" is. It turns out that every social justice issue, from the environment to gay 
rights to Black Lives Matter are deeply interrelated with each other. Join us as guest speaker Darius 
Stubbs from 2015's TEDx Cleveland helps us to imagine intersectionality.    

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Dan Paxson 
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—————The Forum————— 
Focus Collection for January: 

Greater Cleveland Habitat for Humanity 
by Nancy Peltola, Social Justice Committee 

The January Focus Collection will once again benefit Greater Cleveland Habitat for 
Humanity. Habitat is a non-profit organization that builds and renovates homes in partnership 
with qualified families who invest hundreds of sweat equity hours before they move into their 
homes. The goal is to create hope by building homes, strengthening neighborhoods, and 
rejuvenating communities. This is consistent with several UU Principles involving dignity, 
compassion, and justice for all. 

2020 has been a year of unique challenges for Habitat, but it has also shown us all the 
importance of safe and affordable housing. Your donations build homes, you build security, and 
you build a better future for families.  Your donations helped Habitat work on 25 houses this 
year.  The hope has been that at least half would have new homeowners by the end of 2020.   

Some things have been going well, but the pandemic has caused work to be slower, as 
fewer people could be on a crew for safety reasons. Donations to the Re-Store have been down 
by about 20%, as have monetary donations. Your generosity and kindness allow families to have 
a safe place to shelter, to teach their children, and to build stronger futures. In 2021, let’s do 
even more good together! Please visit www.clevelandhabitat.org for more information. Checks 
can be made out to SWUU and mailed directly to the church with Habitat written on the memo 
line.  One check will then be presented to Habitat of Greater Cleveland. Thank you! 

 
Urban Hope News 

by Jan Wehn, Social Justice Committee 

    Thank you generous congregation!  We have received many financial donations as well 
as food products.  We will not be requesting anything for January and February!  Last month, we 
made 32 bags filled with a Bumblebee Lunch Kit, Juice, Cheese, Clementines, Granola  Bars, 
Chips, Candy and 
individual Tissue 
Packs.  We also donated 
Toilet 
Paper,  Napkins,  Masks 
and an extra box of 
Granola Bars to help 
with the Storefront 
serving as a Homeless 
Shelter for the winter 
months. It feels good to 
help our Westside 
neighbors in 
need.  Thank you all for 
all of your support.  It is 
appreciated.  
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—————The Forum————— 
December Donations Drive for Urban Hope 

by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee 

The Social Justice Committee extends a huge shout-out and a heart-felt thank you to 
everyone who made a monetary contribution to the December Donations Drive for Urban 
Hope. Your generosity is greatly appreciated and enables us to provide our guests at the 
storefront with essential clothing and personal care products. When we made our December 
13 bag lunch delivery we were also able to deliver a healthy supply of underwear, T-shirts, 
socks, gloves and disposable masks. I will do more shopping prior to our January 10 visit so 
that we can deliver additional supplies to the guests who are so grateful for our congregation's 
on-going support. 

 
Thanks for a Wonderful SWUU Annual Pageant  

From all of us 

The annual presentation of the Nutcracker ballet, the traditional concert of the 
Cleveland Orchestra and all the happy gatherings of family and friends may be missing from 
this 2020 holiday time, but members of Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church shared the 
holiness of the season with the outstanding presentation of a pageant by a cast and crew of 
nearly 100 participants. Our thanks to Jenni Papp, director of religious education, actors, 
musicians, computer technicians, costumers, set builders, lighting directors, and others behind 
the scenes. Jenni's narration of the ancient story was enhanced by the charming new family 
who gently welcomed the new baby. The wise persons, the donkey and the sheep, the king, the 
innkeepers, and so many others were superb in their roles. With Jenni's outstanding 
organization, others assembled and delivered bags with all the ingredients for those of us at 
home to participate with singing, gentle laughter, sharing our hearts with others and donning 
our glittering golden head wreaths. The love in the pageant was felt across the airwaves by all 
of us, giving us a truly joyful welcome to the message of Christmas.  

 
Getting to Know about SWUU 

by Susan Paxson, Membership Committee 

Since we have been meeting virtually for almost a year, it is difficult for us to get a 
chance to talk to new people joining our services.  But we notice that you are coming, because 
we can see who has attended on the Zoom website.  We are so happy that you have found us 
in this strange and uncertain time.  The Membership Committee is planning to host a special 
zoom meeting to give you a chance to get to know some of us, and to give you a chance to ask 
questions about UU in general or about our church in particular.  Although it won’t be the 
same as an in-person meeting, it will be another way to get to connect in a more personal way 
than a Sunday service.  We will reach out to as many of you as we can as long as we have 
your email, but in case we do not, we hope you will contact us and we will make sure to let 
you know when the meeting will be.  It will most likely be on a Wednesday or Thursday 
evening, in later January or early February.  Feel free to contact me any time.  
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—————The Forum————— 
Building Update 

by Dan Paxson, Building and Grounds Committee 

It’s hard to believe that we have not been able to have services in our 
beautiful building for almost 10 months now.  Actually, it’s not hard to believe at 
all.  In fact, most of us are painfully aware of it, and longing to be together in 
person again.  I wanted to let you all know that while we wait, your buildings and 
grounds committee is taking good care of our space.  The outside was well tended 
over the summer by a loving gardening crew.  The inside has been checked on 
regularly, cleaned when needed, sanitized when visited, and fixed when broken 
(e.g. the elevator phone, the copy machine, etc.).  Additionally, all necessary 
inspections, filter changes, etc. have been performed as well. 

In addition, we have realized that as the pandemic eases, we will likely begin 
services in a hybrid fashion, with some in attendance and some remote.  The exact 
form of this is unclear, but it is certain to require internet service that is better than 
what we have.  What we have now is the oldest technology available (a low speed 
DSL line) and it barely supports Rev. Meg when she’s in the sanctuary.  As such, 
we are installing a cable based internet service from WOW!  which should allow us 
to nicely host remote services from the church.  It will also make our office 
administrator’s job much easier given how much of life is now ‘in the cloud’ and 
thus reliant on a speedy connection.  Our new service will be installed on January 
5th. 

The other piece of news that I wanted to share was that over the summer and 
fall, our roof sustained considerable wind and hail damage from several intense 
storms that we experienced.  Don’t worry!  Nothing leaked.  Everything on the 
inside is fine.  With the help of a roofing contractor called Spartan Storm Services, 
we filed a claim with our insurance company, Church Mutual.  They were 
wonderful to work with, and I’m happy to report that they have recommended and 
agreed to cover a complete roof replacement.  So come springtime, we will be 
getting new shingles on our building.  In the meantime, Spartan will soon be going 
up on the roof and determining if any temporary work needs to be done to tide us 
over until the new roof is on. 

It is still going to be some time before we can all get back inside the SWUU 
building.  But when we do, rest assured that it will be ready and in great shape!!  
Come on 2021! 

I want to close by thanking the many people who have helped with building 
and grounds (B&G) maintenance over this year.  This is work that few people think 
about even when we are in-person, but it is really essential.  Thanks again.  I also 
want to invite anyone who has a knack for and willingness to perform B&G work 
to join our merry band by contacting me. 
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—————The Forum————— 
SWUU on the Web 

For general information 
about SWUU, services, ser-
mons, committees and the 
most up-to-date calendar of 
events, visit our website at: 

www.swuu.org 
———————————— 

Receive The Forum  
Electronically! 

If you would like to receive 
The Forum via email, contact 

forum@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Join the SWUUlist 
If you would like to join a 
newsgroup focused on issues 
of importance to SWUU, e-
mail connect@swuu.org and 
request to join the SWUUlist. 
———————————— 

Sermons 
If you would like to receive 
sermons via email or by mail, 
contact office@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Board Minutes 
If you would like to receive 
the Board Minutes via email, 
contact office@swuu.org , 
and put “Board Minutes” in 
the subject line 
———————————— 

Editorial Team 
Dan Paxson 

Susan Paxson 

Write as if the reader is new to SWUU 
Include first and last names, and area codes 
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible 
Include the city in which the event is located 
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations 
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful 

as well.) 
Encourage volunteering and participation gently. 
 
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements. 
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thurs-
day morning of each week. 
 
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met. 
 
The Forum is published on the 1st  day of each month 
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the cal-
endar of each issue. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Board of Trustees meets once per month.  Check the calendar on our web-
site for the specific date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the 
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary. 

Would you like to submit something to The Forum? 
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Here’s all 27 who showed up.    It’s not the most flattering shot for many of us, but we’re all there. 

New Year’s Eve on 
Zoom  

The perfect 
ending to a crazy year.  
The Ellis’s hosted a 
New Year’s Eve ‘party’ 
on Zoom.  There was 
chaos (“I can’t 
unmute!” or “You need 
to mute!”). There were 
tears.  There was 
laughter.  

Of course, 
nothing can match the 
real get-together, but 
this was something 
good, and we can all 
use that.  Thanks Ken 
and Ellen. 
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“Getting to Know You” 

Interview by Susan Paxson 

Brinda Woods grew up in Strongsville, the youngest of 
four siblings.  Her older sister and brothers were much older, so 
she didn’t spend large amounts of time with them. She did 
spend time with her sister’s oldest children, who were closer to 
her age.  Her dad worked at a sign company designing, painting 
and installing signs. Her mom, who largely stayed at home with 
Brinda, was a seamstress. She sewed a lot of Brinda's clothes, 
including dresses for special occasions such as her high school 
prom. She also worked from home, sewing pillows and other 
items for an interior decorator. Growing up, much of their 
leisure time was spent at large family gatherings, and they 
always had dogs, cats, rabbits and birds to keep them busy. 
Brinda always wanted a horse, and her parents did give her 
riding lessons for several years, but she would still like to have 
a horse of her own. She also loved singing, and spent five years 
singing in choir during middle and high school.  

Religion was mostly absent at home, however Brinda's 
parents raised their children with good morals and values, along 
with an open mind. Around age 13, Brinda became curious 
about religion and learned about Catholicism and Orthodox 
Christianity through friends. She also learned about Judaism 
from her high school boyfriend. Judaism seemed to resonate the most for her which led her to regularly 
attend a Jewish Student group at Bowling Green State University. This came to an abrupt stop, when 
during her sophomore year, her youngest brother who had juvenile diabetes became very ill, so she left 
school.  The experience of watching him decline and die caused her to become an Atheist as she could 
not imagine how a God could let this kind of suffering take place.  She did finish her Bachelor of Fine 
Arts degree at OSU in Columbus, where she met people from all over the world. This introduced her to 
other religions such as Buddhism and Sufism/Mystical Islam. Her personal philosophy became shaped 
by reading books by Rumi, Hafiz, and Ranier Maria Rilke, and at that time she came to see God as being 
a part of everything. She also practiced yoga daily. 

She worked for more than 15 years in various art related fields, mostly in Columbus, along with 
one year in San Francisco, CA, and a few months traveling in Europe. In 2002, she returned to 
Strongsville to care for her ill and aging parents in the home where she grew up. Later, while finishing 
her Masters degree in Counseling at Cleveland State University she decided to (after several years of 
thinking about it) finally pursue becoming a Single Mother by Choice. Liliana and Zander, paternal 
twins, were born in 2009. Now 11, Liliana is interested in the arts and running. She also started playing 
the viola this year. Zander is interested in playing football and baseball, and gaming.  

Brinda first learned about UU in Columbus from someone she met in a weaving class and it 
sparked her curiosity, but life seemed to get in the way, and she and the twins did not make their way to 
our church until 2018. From their first visit, Brinda liked the warmth of the people, their curiosity about 
life, and their acceptance of others' ideas. She wishes that she had come to SWUU several years ago. 
She is presently focusing on her children by helping out with RE, but looks forward to participating 
more actively in other SWUU programs and activities as the twins grow and become more 
independent.  She feels this is a good place for her children to explore their own beliefs in a supportive 
community. When she can find personal free time, she enjoys reading of all sorts, sewing, and other 
creative pursuits and hopes that yoga will someday, again, be part of her daily life.  
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We are happy to mail The Forum to any-
one who would like to receive it. 

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church 
6320 Royalton Road 
North Royalton, Ohio  44133 

Sharing and Caring 
 
Carolyn Baldwin’s  sister, Eleanor Mays died suddenly on Wednesday, December 16th of 
a massive stroke.  She was 95 years old.  Keep her and  family in your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
Judy White is doing well after her back surgery on Tuesday.  Cards and letters are 
welcome , as she cannot have visitors, of course.  
 
Sarah Davis  is currently at the Cleveland Clinic being treated for Covid. She is improving  
every day and they are decreasing the oxygen concentration and talking about possible 
removal from the ventilator early next week. Nick shares “Eleanor and I  are profoundly 
grateful for the support you (SWUU) give us. The understated, background, sometimes 
anonymous, kindnesses are felt sincerely.”  
 
Please keep Cynthia Mondia is your thoughts and prayers as she will undergo surgery for 
her back/leg  pain on January 7th.   
 
Pat Woodside shares: I continue to recover from the recent infection at the site of my 
original surgery a year ago. The surgeon is happy with the progress and I am feeling good 
and back to doing a little walking outdoors when I can. Brian and I are both so grateful for 
all the caring support the church continues to provide us! 
 
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the next issue 

—————The Forum————— 


