
- - 

 

 
 
 A Southwest Unitarian Universalist Publication www.swuu.org July 1, 2020 

Sunday Services 
 10:30 AM 

6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton 
Join Us On Zoom! 

 
July 5 

Resilience: Crack Your Shell  
For a seed to achieve its greatest expression, it must come completely undone. The shell cracks, its 
insides come out and everything changes. To someone who doesn't understand growth, it would look 
like complete destruction. However, in the life of a seed this is progress. This is an opportunity to grow 
and become something. How resilience helps us to reimagine, recreate and become something better. I 
invite you to join me on a journey of discovery as we discuss the connection between resilience and 
seeds.  

-Led by Rev. Dave Clements - Sr. Interim Minister, UU Church of Peoria, IL  

Worship Associate: Ken Ellis 

Focus Collection: LGBT Community Center of Greater Cleveland  
July 12 

Insisting on Harmony  
How does our current need for racial justice work fit into our monthly theme of Harmony? Very well, in 
fact! "Racial justice" doesn't have to be an uncomfortable, disharmonious sound! Join us as we delve 
into the harmony of racial justice work.   

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Leslie VanKuren 

July 19 
Revolution for Harmony 

We have witnessed the astonishing growth of a movement for black lives and police reform in recent 
weeks.  The quick rise of this movement and the diversity of those who participate in public witness has 
surprised many. And a number of people worry about the protest disrupting our larger social order.  We 
have seen lots of different movements rise and fall over the years.  Will this one succeed to move on to 
create real change?  How does a movement become majority opinion, policy and then established social 
expectation?  What do we think the future will hold for the black lives movement?  

-Led by Rev. Joan Van Becelaere, Executive Director of UU Justice Ohio    

Worship Associate: Deb Celinski 
July 26 

TBA  
Please visit our website later in the month for a description    

-Led by Rabbi David M. Horowitz, Rabbi emeritus, Temple Israel, Mayfield Heights  

Worship Associate: Adrienne Ellis 
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—————The Forum————— 
Message from your Minister 

 
Harmony 

  
Hello! I hope that your summer is calm and rejuvenative. The poet Mary 

Oliver had a wonderful poem titled “Summer Day” which speaks to us all this 
July. 

Who made the world? 
Who made the swan, and the black bear? 
Who made the grasshopper? 
This grasshopper, I mean- 
the one who has flung herself out of the grass, 
the one who is eating sugar out of my hand, 
who is moving her jaws back and forth instead of up and down 
who is gazing around with her enormous and complicated eyes. 
Now she lifts her pale forearms and thoroughly washes her face. 
Now she snaps her wings open, and floats away. 
I don’t know exactly what a prayer is. 
I do know how to pay attention, how to fall down 
into the grass, how to kneel down in the grass, 
how to be idle and blessed, how to stroll through the fields, 
which is what I have been doing all day. 
Tell me, what else should I have done? 
Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon? 
Tell me, what is it you plan to do 
with your one wild and precious life? 

 
Although many of us are open to the idea of reincarnation, we are only 

promised this one life for sure. So today and for the month of July, let the spirit 
of Mary Oliver beckon you with thoughts and ideas about your own one wild 
and precious life. 

 
   
With so much love, 
Rev. Meg 
minister@swuu.org 
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—————The Forum————— 
Focus Collections for July, August, September: 

by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee 

It has long been the custom of the Social Justice Committee to select a local not-for-profit 
organization to be the recipient of our monthly Focus Collections. During the past year organizations the 
congregation supported included the Greater Cleveland Food Bank, Habitat for Humanity, Front Steps, 
Planned Parenthood, and most recently the LGBTQ Community Center. 

After thoughtful consideration and consultation with Rev. Meg, the Social Justice Committee has 
made the decision to handle the Focus Collections for the months of July, August and September 
differently than in the past. Based on recent communications to the SWUU community from the Finance 
Committee we know that since the onset of COVID-19 and the change to virtual services and meetings in 
late March, the church's income has taken a hit. Therefore, since this is an especially financially difficult 
time for SWUU, we are changing our usual proceedings in order to provide an opportunity to support our 
own congregation and help keep it sound. All Focus Collection donations during the next three months 
will go to the SWUU general operating fund.   

 Focus Collection donations can be made to SWUU through the Vanco Give Plus Website or by 
mailing a check to the following address: SWUU, 6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton, OH 44133. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

 
Urban Hope News 

by Jan Wehn, Social Justice Committee 

Jan, Debby, and Sarah and Eleanor Davis filled overflowing lunch bags and delivered them to 
Urban Hope Sunday, June 14.  We are grateful to all who donated but want to give a special shout out 
to Phyllis Hall for her generous cash donation and to Joan Rizzo for the HUGE Amazon order including 
a creative assortment of food and beverage items.  Pictures of the bags show the variety.  We will return 
Sunday, July 12, and once again individually wrapped donations are requested.  Please contact Jan Wehn, 
Debby Gorencic or Nancy Peltola.  Contact information is in the directory. 
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—————The Forum————— 
Evening Book Group 

by Susan Paxson and Sarajane Willson 

As a change of pace for the summer,  we are going to try doing shorter readings, such as 
articles, poems, essays, and the like. This way, people can come on more of a “drop-in” 
basis.   Cynthia Mondia chose two for our next meeting on July 2nd at 7:15 PM. Both of them came 
from Teaching Tolerance, a publication of Southern Poverty Law Center. The group members will 
take turns picking the reading for subsequent sessions (1st and 3rd Thursdays) and we can either get it 
out ahead of time or read together and then discuss.  This is a great time to join us if you were thinking 
you might be interested.  The ZOOM link is the same one we use for Sunday services, and all of our 
other group activities.  Contact Sarajane for more information.  Hope to see you there. 

 
Summary of Board Activities 2019-2020  
by Hallie Davis, Outgoing Board President 

As promised at our annual meeting, I’m providing you with a summary of Board activities and 
accomplishments from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. 

At our fall board retreat we established our covenant and set three goals: investigate the process 
of becoming a Green Sanctuary; look at options for a second service and other ways to accommodate 
growth;  and work with Rev. Megan during her first year to assimilate into our community, and 
establish her ministry with us.    

We researched options for installing solar collectors for our building.  Unfortunately, the 
ultimate conclusion was that it wasn’t feasible for a variety of reasons.  We created a Green Sanctuary 
team, which had an enthusiastic start.  Due to the pandemic however, this project is on hold.    

The option for a second service was touched on briefly; however, we identified a number of 
difficulties associated with it.  We also realized that it may not be as pressing an issue as we had 
originally thought.  And we questioned whether doing this in the first year of Megan’s ministry made 
sense. 

Unforeseen issues naturally arose including the need for an emergency upgrade of our website, 
an overhaul of our Personnel Policy to comply with UUA guidelines, the development of a Service 
Animal policy, and the creation of a Disruptive Persons policy.  Other unplanned tasks included 
accommodating a board member’s resignation, upgrading our building to comply with a NR Fire Dept. 
inspection, changing bylaws,  and more. 

In  March, the Covid-19 pandemic hit and we hit the ground running…Yikes!!! no in-person 
gatherings until it is safe to return! We had to adjust to the new reality of Zoom Sunday service, 
meetings, reading groups and gatherings.  Many hands came together to make the transition as smooth 
as possible!  Thanks to Megan’s, Kristen’s, Jenni’s, and Dan’s dedication and creativity, we were able 
to adapt, and over 60 people were able to attend from home!   Many other folks stepped up to help 
behind the scenes to make these virtual Sunday services possible.  Take a look at the front of the Order 
of Service to see how many are needed each Sunday.  

The Board had many challenges, but I was fortunate to have dedicated board members 
including Ellen Hansen-Ellis, Vice President; Mark Jackson, Secretary; and Suzy Matlack, SaraJane 
Willson, Dodi Lettus and Dan Paxson.  In January 2020, Danelle Baker-Miller was appointed to 
complete the remainder of Suzy Matlack’s term. This year, Dan and I will be leaving the board and 
welcoming Mike and Sharron Gold as new board members.  It was an honor to serve as President of 
the Board of Trustees.  Thank you for your confidence and support.   

On the following page,  you will also find our new president,  Ellen Hansen-Ellis’s message.  
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—————The Forum————— 
Out With The Old, In With The New  

by Ellen Hansen-Ellis, Incoming Board President 

June marks the end of SWUU’s fiscal year, and along with that comes a 
changing of the guard in Board leadership. As the incoming new board president, I 
want to extend heartfelt thanks to Hallie Davis for her tireless work as a board 
member, vice president, and finally president for the last year. In a year fraught 
with change, she was a calm and steady leader who guided us through some very 
challenging moments. I also want to thank Dan Paxson, president prior to Hallie, 
whose term is also ending on the board after agreeing to serve an extra year. Dan 
does so much for our church, and has been an essential part of the board and its 
decision-making these last 4 years. We will miss them both! 

The year ahead will be challenging for this community; being together, in-
person, is a big part of what makes and binds us as a group. Somewhat surprisingly, 
though, we have already shown that we can come together through other avenues 
in many thoughtful and meaningful ways. Our Sunday morning services have 
proceeded without pause, and Rev. Meg and the worship associates have performed 
admirably Our church staff members have also risen to the challenge, and have re-
imagined their work in some wonderful ways in order to meet the current needs. 
Other church members have adapted their activities, or created new ones suitable to 
our new “Zoom” life. I honor and appreciate all of your ministries.  

In the months ahead, the board will be working hard towards the day when 
we can all come together again, safely and with no one left behind. We will follow 
a timetable that is appropriate to our community, our state, and the circumstances 
as they unfold. Let’s hope the time passes quickly, and we still find ways to grow 
in the meantime. 

As I look ahead to the coming year, I draw energy from my sense of SWUU 
as a loving, dedicated, and vital community. Even though we have been apart for 
these past three months, our strength of purpose, vision, and loving hands remain 
as real to me as ever. I know that whatever we face in the year ahead we will 
persevere. It may be the most unusual year ever in our journey together, but we are 
mighty and will one day come together again with joy and renewed vitality. 

I ask for your continued support and commitment to SWUU at this 
challenging time.  “We are the church” has never been more true, and I am 
counting on your involvement to get us through to the other side of this pandemic. I 
will need the wisdom of this village to help me make good and timely decisions, 
and welcome your ideas and opinions on whatever comes our way. Please be in 
touch.  

‘Looking forward to an interesting year with you all!   
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—————The Forum————— 
SWUU on the Web 

For general information 
about SWUU, services, ser-
mons, committees and the 
most up-to-date calendar of 
events, visit our website at: 

www.swuu.org 
———————————— 

Receive The Forum  
Electronically! 

If you would like to receive 
The Forum via email, contact 

forum@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Join the SWUUlist 
If you would like to join a 
newsgroup focused on issues 
of importance to SWUU, e-
mail connect@swuu.org and 
request to join the SWUUlist. 
———————————— 

Sermons 
If you would like to receive 
sermons via email or by mail, 
contact office@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Board Minutes 
If you would like to receive 
the Board Minutes via email, 
contact office@swuu.org , 
and put “Board Minutes” in 
the subject line 
———————————— 

Editorial Team 
Dan Paxson 

Susan Paxson 

Write as if the reader is new to SWUU 
Include first and last names, and area codes 
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible 
Include the city in which the event is located 
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations 
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful 

as well.) 
Encourage volunteering and participation gently. 
 
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements. 
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thurs-
day morning of each week. 
 
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met. 
 
The Forum is published on the 1st  day of each month 
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the 
calendar of each issue. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Board of Trustees meets once per month.  Check the calendar in each 
Forum for the specific date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the 
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary. 

Would you like to submit something to The Forum? 
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—————The Forum————— 
“Getting to Know You” 
by Rev. Meg Mathieson 

On the surface, it seems like life 
difficulties such as a car accident, a subsequent 
job loss, etc. led Meg to a new life as a 
minister.  However, as a young child, Meg had a 
panentheist experience where she heard a voice 
saying "Love is all that matters." That led to a 
questioning and eventual rejection of Orthodox 
Christianity, along with jobs such as teaching 
logic and debate, middle and upper management, 
that led to a clearer picture and or desire of 
wanting to work with people - in a way that helps 
them, to nurture and help each human to realize 
their best potential, to see their own worth and 
dignity. 

Meg grew up the eldest child with two 
younger brothers.  Her dad was an Episcopal 
priest who became an Orthodox priest and 
converted the whole family when Megan was 
about 12. Her mom stayed at home, and as they 
grew up she became a writer. Megan loves 
reading and writing and has a voracious appetite 
for learning with bookshelves lining her home.  

Nicky grew up in Vancouver Canada, with 
two older brothers and many different pets to 
keep her company. From gerbils to dogs and cats, 
and even ducklings and chicks incubated at home, 
she loved all animals which led to her first job as caretaker at the Vancouver zoo.   Nicky traveled 
and worked in various countries before going back to school to learn about positive animal 
training.   Seeing aquariums and zoos teach wild animals using positive methods was inspiring and 
she taught at local dog sports clubs while running her own dog sports business before moving to the 
US. 

Nicky was not raised in the church as both of her grandparents had had experiences of 
hypocrisy and cruelty within Christianity which turned both of her parents off of organized 
religion.  Nicky's parents both worked in the sciences and while they did not discourage open 
exploration of faith traditions, they themselves were not interested.  Her first introduction to 
Unitarian Universalism was in Baltimore with Meg and she found she could relate to the Principles 
and joined the First Unitarian Church of Baltimore.   

Meg and Nicky met by chance while chatting about music online. They soon realized that 
they had found their soulmates, as corny as that sounds! And this eventually led Nicky to a 3,000-
mile car trip across the country.   Meg and Nicky had been previously married and so their new 
family consisted of 4 dogs and 3 kids! They have now been a couple for over 10 years and will 
celebrate their 7th wedding anniversary in November.  

Their favorite activities are reading, singing, cooking, gardening and in summer swimming 
and hiking all the Metropark trails with their kids and dog Cricket.   
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We are happy to mail The Forum to any-
one who would like to receive it. 

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church 
6320 Royalton Road 
North Royalton, Ohio  44133 

Sharing and Caring 
 
Katie Maslar is home from the hospital.  She thanks everyone for the calls, 
cards, and good wishes.   
 
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the next issue 

—————The Forum————— 


