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Sunday Services 
 10:30 AM 

6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton 
Join Us On Zoom! 

 
May 3 

Living the Sabbath 
Happy Beltane! The theme of the month is Sabbath. Join us for a prayerful hour celebrating the beautiful 
world around us and our holy place within it.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Leslie Van Kuren 

Focus Collection: Shoes and Clothes for Kids 

May 10 
Rest for Moms   

You are welcome to join us for a bright and beautiful Mother's Day service this morning! Celebrate all Moms 
with our monthly theme of Sabbath.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Dan Paxson 

May 17 
Self-Compassion 

How do we give ourselves the Sabbath rest that we need when others are suffering? How can our Sabbath be 
a time of joy during this time of worry and fear? Join us as we explore the many meanings of Sabbath.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Jaret Gold 

May 24 
The Wisdom of Mr. Rogers  

We will revisit wisdom from the Community Minister, Fred Rogers. In these unprecedented times, what can 
we learn from Mister Rogers' gentle and brave willingness to confront chaos and uncertainty? We remain in a 
community committed to justice and transformation, and we can draw strength from this childhood hero and 
his lessons.     

-Led by Rev. Rina Shere, Clinical Staff Chaplain at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center & 
Affiliated Community Minister with the UU Congregation of Cleveland   

Worship Associate: Ken Ellis 

May 31 
Let Silence Speak  

Give yourself the gift of Sabbath by experiencing the contemplative worship of other traditions, including 
French Taize and Quaker prayer.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Adrienne Ellis 
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Message from your Minister 

 
Sabbath 

 
“One” by Rev. Meg Mathieson 

What is a community that cannot be physically together? 
It’s more common than you would think. 
Families regularly find themselves separated by miles. 
Families when the children are grown and matured. When the children 
Have outgrown their fawn legs and can stand, 
Find that your small one is no longer small 
They walk away, 
Walk their own way and it doesn’t mean that they don’t need their parents. 
But the first thing they do, what they are training to do 
Is to walk away. 
It doesn’t mean that the family is over. 
It doesn’t mean it doesn’t hurt. 
Oh my god, it hurts. It’s good and it’s healthy and it hurts like hell 
When your baby walks away, but it means that 
It means that the family is strong enough to withstand distance. 
It means that we are a strong enough family that this distance cannot harm us. 
We are a diaspora of our own definition. We are a community. 
Scattered about, we are still one, we are still a single-family unit. 
We are still. Still we are. 
As we sit still, in our stillness we remain. And still… 
What is a family that cannot be physically together? 
What is a congregation without a creed? 
How do we hold on if we haven’t any glue? 
It doesn’t mean it doesn’t hurt. 
In our stillness we find each other. 
We stop toddling away, and we find that stillness. 
And we find that we are, and always will be 
One. 
 
   
With so much love, 
Rev. Meg 
minister@swuu.org 
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Focus Collection for May: 

Shoes and Clothes for Kids 
by Jan Wehn, Social Justice Committee 

Our Social Justice Committee is adjusting the spring Focus Collections to meet the needs of 
our immediate community during COVID 19.  I hope many of you were able to contribute to 
NEOCH to support the Homeless population in April.  We have decided to support Shoes and 
Clothes for Kids in May. They are a  non-profit whose mission is "to improve K-8 school attendance 
by eliminating lack of appropriate clothing, shoes and school supplies as barriers."  During the crisis 
the mission has been adjusted to provide casual clothing, supplies, hygiene kits and other needed 
items for the summer.  They are tracking closely the plans for the next school year and want to be 
ready to respond and help ASAP.  The organization generally partners with many of the Cleveland 
Professional Sports Teams for fundraisers, but most of the events have been canceled, and like many 
other organizations, the need for money is great.   If you would like to donate, please mail a check 
made out to SWUU and marked May Focus Collection to the church, or use the Give Plus app.  For 
more information on this great organization visit https://sc4k.org/.  Thank you for your generosity.   

 
Urban Hope News 

by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee 

As previously communicated by the Social Justice Committee, Urban Hope has been closed 
due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Unfortunately our food insecure and homeless populations in the 
community cannot be provided with meals on Thursday evenings, Saturday mornings and Sunday 
afternoons. One service that Urban Hope can provide during this time is to open the storefront for 
bathroom and shower access from 3:00pm to 5:00pm on Sunday afternoons. One volunteer is inside 
the storefront to monitor access to one guest at a time and one volunteer is outside to distribute sack 
lunches and beverages supplied by the local UU churches who normally provide the Sunday meals. 

SWUU continues to participate in the support of Urban Hope. On March 22 Debby delivered 
toilet paper, wash clothes, soap, underwear and T-shirts for the guests who were taking advantage of 
the bathroom and shower access. For our previously planned April meal Nancy, Jan and Debby 
purchased supplies to assemble sack lunches. Jan and Debby delivered the lunches and bottles of 
water on April 19. Our guests were anxiously awaiting our arrival and as always were so 
appreciative of our donations. We do not know what the future support of Urban Hope will entail. 
The storefront is not conducive to social distancing but we look forward to working with our UU 
colleagues to find ways to live our principles by providing assistance to the community. We will 
keep you apprised of the plans and let you know when donations will be requested.   

 
2020 Friendly Service Auction Reminder  
by Steve Doucette, Stewardship Committee  

Let us all acknowledge that this is a very confusing time.  Although several of the various 
services we purchased have been postponed, they have not been cancelled.  At the same time, the 
money from the Auction is counted on for the current fiscal year, which ends on June 30.  This is 
just a friendly reminder in the event you need to continue making payments toward your invoice 
total.  If you are not sure if you still need to make further payments, please contact our Office 
Administrator, Kristen Cimera (email: office@swuu.org).  Thank you for your continued support of 
our congregation.  
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Love in Action 

May is Pledge Month at SWUU  
by Steve Doucette, Stewardship Committee 

The pledge drive has been a traditional  annual event at SWUU, including  kickoffs, 
testimonials at services, distributions of pledge cards at services, celebration events, etc.  Well, 
welcome to 2020 and the global pandemic.  Virtual services, virtual meditations, virtual coffee 
discussions, and now a virtual pledge drive! 

As we think about all that is important to us as a congregation, we also need to think about 
the financial resources required for our Sunday worship services, our religious education programs, 
our social Justice work, and our beautiful and inspiring facility. The pledge drive is vital to our 
financial health.  82% of our budget comes from member and friend pledges.  The remainder comes 
from fundraisers, Sunday collections, and periodic individual member gifts.   

Within the next few days, you will receive a pledge card in the mail along with other 
materials.  Please take the time to review it and decide how you can help with financial support.  
Individual circumstances vary, but please be assured that all pledges are valued and appreciated 
regardless of amount. Our goal is 100% participation. Thank you in advance for your continued 
support as you help keep SWUU healthy and welcoming.   

Questions?  Contact Steve Doucette or Lydia Avery.  
 

Board News 
by Hallie Davis, Board President 

The Board met on April 14th via Zoom.   A majority of the meeting was spent reviewing the 
updates to the Personnel Policy.  The Board approved the amended policy.  It will be distributed to 
our employees.   

The Board and Committee on Ministry will begin the annual ministerial evaluation to be 
submitted to the UUA Ministerial Fellowship Committee by July 1st.  UUA will review and respond 
by November 2020.    

To advance into Full Fellowship, all Ministers in Preliminary Fellowship are required to have 
completed three annual renewals.  The evaluation considers growth and development in (1) Worship 
and Rites of Passage; (2) Pastoral Care and Presence; (3) Spiritual Development for self and others; 
(4) Social Justice in the Public Square; (5) Administration; (6) Serve the Larger UU Faith; (7) Lead 
the Faith into the Future. 

The Board welcomes your comments.  Please contact me. 
We are continuing to come together in community for Sunday worship via Zoom as 

approximately 40-50 screen names sign-in with many being families.  I am thankful that we can 
meet after the service for virtual coffee.  Many thanks to the many hands that coordinated our 
service.   

The Finance/Stewardship team reports that the pledge drive will begin in May.   I understand 
that many of us have experienced financial challenges due to the corona virus.  Give as you are able.  
For those who are able, please consider donating a portion of your covid19 stimulus check to help 
cover the 2020-2021 church budget for those who cannot give due to a job loss.     

Please mark your calendars for our Annual Meeting to be held June 28th after the worship 
service.   

Remember we are a strong community that lives by our covenant of love, service and helping 
one another.  
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SWUU on the Web 

For general information 
about SWUU, services, ser-
mons, committees and the 
most up-to-date calendar of 
events, visit our website at: 

www.swuu.org 
———————————— 

Receive The Forum  
Electronically! 

If you would like to receive 
The Forum via email, contact 

forum@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Join the SWUUlist 
If you would like to join a 
newsgroup focused on issues 
of importance to SWUU, e-
mail connect@swuu.org and 
request to join the SWUUlist. 
———————————— 

Sermons 
If you would like to receive 
sermons via email or by mail, 
contact office@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Board Minutes 
If you would like to receive 
the Board Minutes via email, 
contact office@swuu.org , 
and put “Board Minutes” in 
the subject line 
———————————— 

Editorial Team 
Dan Paxson 

Susan Paxson 

Write as if the reader is new to SWUU 
Include first and last names, and area codes 
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible 
Include the city in which the event is located 
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations 
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful 

as well.) 
Encourage volunteering and participation gently. 
 
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements. 
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thurs-
day morning of each week. 
 
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met. 
 
The Forum is published on the 1st  day of each month 
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the 
calendar of each issue. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Board of Trustees meets once per month.  Check the calendar in each 
Forum for the specific date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the 
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary. 

Would you like to submit something to The Forum? 
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Our DRE, Jenni Papp initiated a community poem several weeks ago.  For those 

who missed the posting of the completed masterpiece, you can read it here. 
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Kudos to SWUU’s intrepid Adopt-a

-Highway Team!  Earlier in April ODOT 
featured them on their Twitter account, 
and in their newsletter.  The two shout-
outs are shown at left and below.  Thank 
you to all who have helped out with this 
noble effort over the years.   
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We are happy to mail The Forum to any-
one who would like to receive it. 

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church 
6320 Royalton Road 
North Royalton, Ohio  44133 

Sharing and Caring 
Dan Paxson shares that Susan’s father, Charlie West is in his final 
days of life on this earth.   She is with him in South Carolina.  Please 
keep Charlie, Susan, her sister Carolyn Marks, and Charlie’s wife, 
Beverly Cree in your thoughts and prayers  
 
 
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the 
next issue 

—————The Forum————— 


