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Sunday Services 
 10:30 AM 

6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton 
 

February 2 
Ubuntu!   

Ubuntu is a Nguni Bantu term meaning "a universal bond of sharing that connects all 
humanity." Today we welcome everyone to explore Ubuntu with us during a special multi
-generational service featuring Rev Meg's original book, "The Three Wise Women."  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Mark Jackson 

Focus Collection: "The Lead Paint Epidemic"   
February 9 
Darwin Day 

Today we find ourselves celebrating two different things: Darwin Day and Black History 
Month. Are these two things so different after all? How do these two historical 
remembrances intersect?  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Dan Paxson 
February 15 
Generosity 

The theme for the month of February is Generosity. For many of us, generosity in Black 
History Month primarily means being open to hearing historically oppressed voices. Sit 
with us as we practice this gentle form of generosity.  

-Led by Rev. Megan Mathieson 

Worship Associate: Ken Ellis 
February 23 

Less is More...UU, Renunciation, and Hope   
A Dharma talk looking through the practice of Buddhist renunciation and the connection 
we cultivate with others.  

-Led by Rev. William Humphrey, All Souls UU Church, Belleville, OH  

Worship Associate: Mike Gold 
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—————The Forum————— 
Message from your Minister 

 
Generosity 

 
“Don't think the garden loses its ecstasy in winter. It's quiet, but the roots 
are down there riotous.”  

-Rumi 
 

I think what Rumi said applies to many of us.  Winter is a time of bundling up 
against the cold as well as a time of rest.  All things in their yearly cycle rest in 
winter. The resting is not a death but rather a regeneration, as we prepare to burst 
forth like Gaia herself when the time comes.  

Election season is zooming toward us at a breakneck speed, and the UUA 
encourages us to “UU the Vote.”  I imagine that the injunction to “UU the Vote” is 
intentionally vague because it means different things in different communities.  We 
are charged with interpreting “UU the Vote” in our particular place and time.  

In cozy Northeastern Ohio, this might mean something like having a 
compassion-filled conversation with a family member or a co-worker (no small task!) 
or visiting Urban Hope on the Second Sunday of a given month to help feed 
Cleveland’s hungry. 

A group who is UU-ing the vote in an actionable way is Greater Cleveland 
Congregations, a coalition of local faith communities that work together towards 
social justice.  They are holding an Action on Feb 27th at Olivet Institutional Baptist 
Church. It is one of those events where simply filling the seats with bodies sends a 
message. I hope that you consider joining me and others from SWUU on that day as 
we take action to “UU the Vote” in this meaningful way. 

More information can be found here: https://
www.greaterclevelandcongregations.org/news-events/posts/we-re-getting-ready-for-
some-action/ 

Rumi was on to something: the garden that is our gorgeous, passionate 
community may appear quiet during this restful time of year, but our roots continue 
to be riotous! 

Please let yourself rest as much as you can during this season, for we have 
much work ahead of us! 

   
With so much love, 
Rev. Meg 
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—————The Forum————— 
Focus Collection for February: 

"The Lead Paint Epidemic"   
by Jan Wehn, Social Justice Committee 

One cannot read the Plain Dealer or local news without noticing the articles about the dangers 
of Lead Paint Poisoning and it's affect on children.  The Social Justice Committee decided this would 
be a great cause to support since it is not a usual organization that we could donate to 
individually.  Frances Payne Bolton School of nursing has taken the initiative to test and treat children 
who may be affected by lead poisoning.  The following statistics are taken from Case Western Reserve 
University's research: 

Cleveland has one  of the highest percentage of children with elevated lead levels in the 
United States.  It is higher than levels discovered in Flint Michigan. 

Cleveland has a low screening rate, hence affected children are not treated. 
Research shows that that every $1 spent on screening and treatment will save $7 in future 

public health costs. 
This is a health crisis that has gone unchecked for too long.  Please think about donating money 

to this very important cause of testing and treating children.  Thank You! 
  

Urban Hope News 
by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee 

Thanks to the generosity of our SWUU congregation we had another successful visit to Urban 
Hope on January 12. Jan and Scott Wehn, Debby Gorencic, Chris Wolf and Don Bryant served a 
delicious meal comprised of chicken nuggets, macaroni salad, ham sandwiches, fresh fruit and 
veggies, cheese sticks, chips, crackers, yummy desserts and takeaways. We had a record number of 
guests and ran out of food by 4:00. Because our meals are so greatly needed and appreciated by our 
food insecure neighbors, we hope to be able to provide additional amounts of food when we next visit 
Urban Hope on February 9. If you are interested in helping out by bringing food and/or serving, please 
sign up on the poster in the lobby.  

We are also extremely grateful for the wonderful response to our special December Donations 
Drive for Urban Hope. Thank you to everyone who supplied clothes, underwear, T-shirts, socks, hats 
(including Carol Shroyer's hand made fleece ones), scarves, gloves, towels, washcloths, razors, 
toothbrushes, toiletries, feminine hygiene products and mugs. It is very gratifying to see the smiles on 
the faces of our guests when they are handed a pair of underwear or socks, basic items that we all take 
for granted on a daily basis. SWUU is making a difference in their lives and our collective ongoing 
support is received by our guests with an abundance of gratitude. 

 
Ladies’ Night Out: Brew Garden on Feb 28 

by Susan Paxson 

Khris Patterson, one of our newer members, has volunteered to organize this monthly gathering 
at a local restaurant.  These dinners are open to all people who identify as female., and they happen on 
the fourth Friday of each month.  We will meet in February at 7:00 PM at Brew Garden, located at 
18590 Bagley Rd in Middleburg Heights.  They have good atmosphere and a great variety of food and 
drinks.   We hope you will join us for an informal meal where we can get to know one another in a 
smaller setting than that of a Sunday Morning service.  If you plan to attend,  let Khris know via email 
or text by February 26th.  We hope to see you there! 
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Adopt a Highway  
by Susan Paxson 

SWUU has been participating in the Adopt-a-Highway program 
since 2009. Each year, we commit to cleaning up trash on the I-71 ramp 
next to Pearl Road four times, two times in the fall and twice in the 
spring. We meet at the Islander Apartments parking lot at 9:00 AM and 
spend an hour or so cleaning up the various areas around the ramp. In 
return for our efforts, we have a sign with our name on it! You should 
look for it the next time you are exiting I-71 onto Pearl Road. 

This is a great opportunity to live out our 7th principle of taking 
care of the earth, while also getting some exercise, and getting to know 
some other members and friends! Garbage bags and safety vests are 
provided; boots and work gloves are recommended. Does this sound like 
something you might enjoy? We would love to invite new members and 
friends to join us on in this endeavor.  Our first clean-up of 2020 will  be 
on Saturday, March 29th.  The last time I drove by, I noticed a LOT of 
trash to pick up, so please consider helping out.  There will be another 
cleanup on Saturday, June 6th. If you have never done this before, you 
would need to come at 8:45 the first time you join us, for a brief safety 
training. Please contact me if you would like more information or if you 
plan to attend in March. 

 
Church Calendar 
by Susan Paxson 

Recently, I made Steve Doucette's day by telling him that he 
doesn't have to ask Kristen if a time is available on our calendar.  The 
SWUU calendar is available to anyone!  Accessing our calendar is easy.  
Just go to www.swuu.org and then click on the event calendar tab.  This 
month's calendar should pop up.  If you wish to see a month in the 
future so you can see if a specific date is available, just click on the 
arrow pointing to the right at the top.  I encourage everyone to check 
this out because it is a great way to stay informed about what is 
happening here at SWUU! 
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—————The Forum————— 
SWUU on the Web 

For general information 
about SWUU, services, ser-
mons, committees and the 
most up-to-date calendar of 
events, visit our website at: 

www.swuu.org 
———————————— 

Receive The Forum  
Electronically! 

If you would like to receive 
The Forum via email, contact 

forum@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Join the SWUUlist 
If you would like to join a 
newsgroup focused on issues 
of importance to SWUU, e-
mail connect@swuu.org and 
request to join the SWUUlist. 
———————————— 

Sermons 
If you would like to receive 
sermons via email or by mail, 
contact office@swuu.org  
———————————— 

Board Minutes 
If you would like to receive 
the Board Minutes via email, 
contact office@swuu.org , 
and put “Board Minutes” in 
the subject line 
———————————— 

Editorial Team 
Dan Paxson 

Susan Paxson 

Write as if the reader is new to SWUU 
Include first and last names, and area codes 
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible 
Include the city in which the event is located 
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations 
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful 

as well.) 
Encourage volunteering and participation gently. 
 
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements. 
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thurs-
day morning of each week. 
 
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met. 
 
The Forum is published on the 1st  day of each month 
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the 
calendar of each issue. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The Board of Trustees meets once per month.  Check the calendar in each 
Forum for the specific date.  Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the 
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary. 

Would you like to submit something to The Forum? 
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It’s Almost Here…  

The Annual Service Auction!  
by Steve Doucette 

Saturday, February 15, 2020 
5 pm to 9 PM. 

 
What are you doing on Saturday of Valentines Weekend? 

 
We hope you will attend our Annual Service auction and put your talents into 

service!! 
 

What you can look forward to at this fun event for adults and kids: 
 
Dinner at a nominal cost.  ($10 for adults. $5 for kids 6-12.  Free for kids 

under 6. But no more than $30 for any one family.) 
Fun activities for the whole family. 
The chance to sign up for services from fellow members.  (Examples:  

guided hikes, hosted dinners, computer service, movie nights, game nights, 
airport deliveries, cleaning or repairs, haircuts, learning  a skill, etc.) 

The chance to win a raffle or bid on gift baskets, artwork, and other items 
from fellow members. 

 
All bids are silent, and there’s no pressure to buy more than you really 

want…or really anything at all.  All money raised goes to the church.  No need to 
bring cash or checks…we will invoice you for anything you purchase. 

We still have some opportunities for volunteers for our activities—desserts 
for the Dessert Dance, themed baskets for the Raffle, and folks to help with set-up 
and clean-up. See the sign-up sheets in the lobby.  Also, please sign up on the 
dinner sign-up sheet so we can plan for enough food. 

  Questions?  Contact Susan Paxson, or Steve Doucette . 

Please Plan to Attend Our 
State-of-the Church Congregational Meeting 

February 2, 2020, after the service  
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SWUU Summer Campout 2020 

Friday, July 17 through Sunday, July 19 
by Ken Ellis 

 This year's camp will be at Starre Acres in Medina county. This beautiful property is 
only 20 minutes from church. The camp has enough room for many tents, a fire pit, picnic 
tables, a fire ring, plenty of fire wood, and many trails with a creek, rock outcroppings, and a 
pond. There is also a cabin with a fold-out that sleeps two, a loft that will sleep 1, and a Harry 
Potter closet that will sleep one child. If you are interested in the cabin, whoever requests it 
first from me will get it. The cabin also has a screened in porch that will work great in the 
unlikely event of rain or mosquitoes. Water is available. The rest  of the facilities are primitive 
outhouses.  

 I have been organizing this annual event for over 30 years. It is a great way to really 
get to know others as we talk and laugh around the camp-fire, hike, cook over the fire and 
share morning coffee together. The camp is also within a few miles of parks and nature 
preserves for additional hiking/exploring.  It is a wonderful experience for children of all 
ages.  Pets are also permitted, but only 
outside, not in the cabin or on the porch. 

 All are required to bring their own 
gear such as tents, sleeping bags, air 
mattresses, food and beverages, cooking/
eating utensils, lawn chairs, and other camp 
needs.  

 So, if you are interested in an outdoor 
experience with amazing outdoor 
enthusiasts,  and love to sit around a 
campfire laughing, singing, and talking, 
walk in nature, let me know. If you have any 
questions just ask.  

 I will have a sign up sheet at church 
soon. Questions?  Contact me. 



-8- 

 

We are happy to mail The Forum to any-
one who would like to receive it. 

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church 
6320 Royalton Road 
North Royalton, Ohio  44133 

Sharing and Caring 
Sarah shares, “It is now time to open our home for hospice care and support for Ted 
Macosko and our family as we move into what's next.”  If you can, please send a short 
statement (something that can fit on a 3x5 notecard) about how Ted has impacted you in 
your time with him.   Keep positive thoughts coming to the family as they navigate a 
difficult time. 
 
Pat Woodside was hospitalized when she had a bad reaction to the chemo including a 
rash and a fever.  She returned home on Thursday and it feels good. She and Brian are 
enjoying quality time together, even as she continues chemo and radiation.   They 
continue to appreciate all of the cards and support they are receiving. 
 
Steve Eckert has moved into the Heights on Royalton Rd in Broadview Heights. Visits 
are welcome any time.  Sharon  needs our support, too, as she adjusts to a new life 
situation after caring for Steve full-time at home for a number of years. 
 
Ed Matlack,  Suzy Matlack's husband, died in hospice care Tuesday, Jan 28th in the 
morning.  Please send warmth and love to Suzy, her daughters, and the rest of their 
family.   
 
 
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the next issue 

—————The Forum————— 


