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Sunday Services
10:30 AM
6320 Royalton Road, North Royalton
December 3
Faith for All
We begin our exploration of Faith with American Buddhist teacher Sharon Salzberg’s help. How do
those who are agnostic, atheist, or doubting understand faith? Come join the conversation, which begins
with trusting our own deepest experiences.
-Led by Rev Kristen Rohm
Worship Associate: Dan Paxson
Focus Collection: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee (UUSC)
December 10
Star Thrower
Against all odds, we join those who have chosen to act with faith. For all of us enact our faith, our
values in small and large ways. Unitarian Universalism has long pondered how we might be faithful in
our lives.
-Led by Rev. Kristen Rohm
Worship Associate: Bruce Melville
December 17
Forrest Church, Fred Rogers and Ruby
This sermon centers on Church’s mantra: “Want what you have. Do what you can. Be who you are.”
This was the focus of Church during has last days, prior to his death. I examine how this mantra relates
to Church, Fred Rogers “Mister Rogers,” and Ruby, a drug-user and prostitute, who was a client of mine
years ago. The parallels, related to the mantra, are striking and instructive.
-Led by Stephen R. Cook, Commissioned Lay Minister, UU Fellowship of Wooster
Worship Associate: Mark Jackson
December 24 (10:30 a.m.)
Story and Song
Come and play on Christmas Eve morning. Together we will create a pop-up holiday pageant, filled with
story and song. Following this playful service we will enjoy hot chocolate and cookies.
-Led by Rev. Kristen Rohm & DRE Jenni Papp
December 24 (5:30 p.m.)
Season of Hope
After this challenging year we arrive once again at Christmas Eve. This music filled, candle lighting
service will invite us to fill ourselves with hope and return to a place of possibility. Come and celebrate.
-Led by Rev. Kristen Rohm
Continued on page 2

--
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...continued from page 1
December 31
Time Well Spent
Do we ever stop to consider how we are spending our time? If and when we do so, are we
mindful of what we may be missing out on, or shortchanging ourselves on in our lives?
-Led by our own Suzy Matlack
Worship Associate: Leslie Van Kuren
Message from your Minister

Faith
“Faith is not something to grasp, it is a state to grow into.”
- Gandhi
As the circle of the year continues, we arrive at the season of Advent; we near the Winter
Solstice. The season of waiting, of lengthening darkness and shortening days. It can be a joyous
time of family fun and celebration; it can be a time of struggling against the dark in our lives, the
heaviness of our losses. It almost always feels like a busy, rushed time. So let us all pause, take a
breath, and notice something small and wonderful. Right now.
I enjoy this time of year when I take care of myself, when I schedule in some quiet or
restful time. When I am thoughtful about what I say yes to, when I am intentional about gifting. I
hope each of you will find small ways to make this time special for yourself. If it is cookie
baking, walking in the cold woods, talking to a friend, or singing that lights you up, please do it
this month. Not when all the chores are done, but before you start.
Our theme this month is Faith and I invite us all to start by asking ourselves what matters
most to me? What are the truths I stand on? Faith is not about creeds or religious doctrine; it is
really about what has gotten us through the hard parts of our lives. Sharon Salzberg says it so
beautifully, “faith is an inner quality that unfolds as we learn to trust our own deepest
experience.” This faith belongs to all of us, wherever we are on the spectrum of belief about God,
wherever we are on our spiritual journey. Our month will be a time to see if we can recognize our
own faith, begin to understand it and to nurture it.
If this is a hard time of year for you, please reach out. Let’s spend some time together. I
have created time in my schedule to spend with you, because you matter.
Know that you are loved,
Rev. Kristen
minister@swuu.org
Reminder:
Please join us for the third Conversation on Race and Resilience, Sunday December
10th following the service.
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Focus Collection for December: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee
by Bruce Melville, Social Justice Committee
Our December Focus collection is the UUSC, the Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee. This has been our end-of-year Focus Collection for many years. You may
know it better as “Guest at Your Table”.
UUSC aims to challenge injustice and advance human rights. It isn’t just a relief
agency; the UUSC works “anywhere rights are threatened – by natural disasters,
armed conflicts, genocide, forced migration, and systematic injustice.” They are good
at creating grassroots collaborations, and they’ve been at it since World War II.
The UUSC has been involved in Haiti since 1966, in Rwanda since 1994 and Darfur
in 2007. In addition to their work around the world, the UUSC has been working here in
the United States since 1989. Five years ago, the UUSC worked with other partners in
California to pass Human Right to Water legislation. The UUSC’s work for economic
justice in the United States has, for example, helped to improve working conditions in the
poultry industry.
The UUSC’s Environmental Justice & Climate Action project focuses on the rights
of marginalized populations facing climate-caused displacement. The UUSC has engaged
with other partners in denouncing the U.S. withdrawal from the Paris Agreement.
Your support makes you, too, a partner in all this ...and more! Consider the
difference your generosity can make.
Urban Hope News
by Debby Gorencic, Social Justice Committee
Carol and Jim Jaggers and Chris Wolf took healthy snacks to Urban Hope on
Sunday, November 12. There was an abundance of food and as always it was received with
much gratitude.
Sunday, December 10 is the next date for SWUU to serve healthy snacks. We will
need all of the items listed on the poster board in the lobby. Please sign up if you are able
to donate any of the foods listed.
On an ongoing basis we also collect toiletries such as soap, deodorant, shampoo,
lotion, toothbrushes and toothpaste to take to Urban Hope. Of special need at this time are
feminine hygiene products (pads, tampons) and razors. There is a box on the table in the
lobby where you can place your donations.
In addition to the food and non-food necessities we will provide in December,
throughout the month we are also having a special collection for socks and underwear
(men's and women's, variety of sizes) as well as hats and gloves (men's, women's and
children). As you are doing your holiday shopping for family and friends, you may want to
consider adding some warmth for our Near West Side neighbors, many of whom do not
have a place to call home. A basket for your gifts will be on the table in the lobby. Your
generosity is greatly appreciated and our impact is definitely felt in the community.
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Board Happenings
by Dan Paxson, SWUU Board President
Happy Holidays to all! Here’s hoping this month brings everyone joy from gatherings of
family and friends, and hope as we pass through winter solstice and head toward more daylight.
It is the perfect month to explore faith, which, as you can see, is exactly what we’re doing.
If you look through this issue you’ll see that December is particularly loaded with
opportunities for meaningful gatherings, both serious and light. From a Conversation on Race
and Resilience, and a special Christmas Eve service, to a holiday luncheon, a cookie baking /tree
decorating party, and two New Years Eve celebrations, SWUU is doing its part to spread hope
and joy.
I don’t have much board activity to report on this past month. This is not because there’s
been nothing going on. It’s just sometimes a bit difficult to encapsulate it all in a message like
this. That being said, I do have two important items to bring up.
The first is to call your attention to an informational meeting on our new Endowment
Investment and Distribution Policy that will be held after church on December 3rd. This will be
an informal meeting where board members will answer any questions that you might have about
the policy. Remember, all SWUU members will be casting votes on whether to approve this
policy at our mid-year congregational meeting on January 21. Please be sure that you understand
what you are voting on, and that you do vote. This policy requires a supermajority in order to be
adopted.
The second item concerns the development of some official Safety Procedures and
eventually a Safety and Security Policy for SWUU. Several Board members have agreed to lead
the initial Safety Procedures venture. They are looking for a few members and friends from
outside the board to help. If you have any experience and/or interest in this critical activity, we
would love to hear from you. Please contact me.
Since we are in the season of giving, I’d like to close this message by saying thank you to
all of our members and friends who give so much to our SWUU community. I won’t call out
individuals because I’ll invariably miss somebody, and that wouldn’t be fair. I’ll just say that for
me, one of the most humbling and gratifying perks of being board president is that I get to
witness all this giving energy first hand. Much of it happens behind the scenes. So many people
are doing so much. It may go unnoticed much of the time, but in a way, that makes it particularly
special. After all, generosity without expectation of reward or recognition is practically the
definition of enlightenment. Thank you! Thank you!
Deck the Halls and Fire up the Ovens at SWUU Saturday Dec 16th
by Susan Paxson, Membership Committee
Here at Southwest UU, we have a long-held tradition of baking cookies together around
the holidays. Everyone brings their own dough or batter, and we work together to bake lots of
different kinds of cookies. At the end of the party, everyone goes home with a variety of cookies
instead of the one kind they started out with.
While the bakers are working on the cookies, others can work with Ken Ellis on putting
up and decorating the swuu tree. We hope you will join in this fun intergenerational gathering on
Saturday, December 16th from 1-4. If you can’t be there the whole time, come when you
can! Hope to see you there!
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Would you like to submit something to The Forum?
Write as if the reader is new to SWUU
Include first and last names, and area codes
Include a contact person, phone number, and email if possible
Include the city in which the event is located
Avoid or explain insider terms and abbreviations
Explain Who, What, Where, and When (How and Why are often helpful
as well.)
Encourage volunteering and participation gently.
Submission guidelines apply to articles and Order of Service announcements.
Order of Service announcements may be sent to office@swuu.org by Thursday morning of each week.
Articles are edited minimally, only to ensure that these guidelines are met.
The Forum is published on the 1st day of each month
Submissions should be sent to forum@swuu.org by the dates listed in the
calendar of each issue.
_______________________________________________________
The Board of Trustees meets once per month. Check the calendar in each
Forum for the specific date. Everyone is welcome to attend. Minutes from the
meetings will be available for members upon request to the Board Secretary.
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SWUU on the Web
For general information
about SWUU, services, sermons, committees and the
most up-to-date calendar of
events, visit our website at:
www.swuu.org
————————————
Receive The Forum
Electronically!
If you would like to receive
The Forum via email, contact
forum@swuu.org
————————————
Join the SWUUlist
If you would like to join a
newsgroup focused on those
issues of importance to
SWUU, check out the
SWUUlist. Go to
www.SWUU.org and click
on SWUUlist for details.
————————————
Sermons
If you would like to receive
sermons via email or by mail,
contact office@swuu.org
————————————
Board Minutes
If you would like to receive
the Board Minutes via email,
contact office@swuu.org ,
and put “Board Minutes” in
the subject line
————————————
Editorial Team
Dan Paxson
Susan Paxson
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SWUU Walks for December
by Susan Paxson, Membership Committee
We will continue to schedule walks during the winter As long as it is not raining,
we will plan to go. I have scheduled a weekend walk for Saturday, December 10th, 3:00
PM at Paw Paw picnic area which is on W. 130th at the corner of Valley Parkway. Our
second walk will be on Wednesday, December 13th at 3:00 PM at Royalview
woods. The parking area is just off of the Valley parkway between 82 and W 130th. We
can decide where to walk when we get there. There is an all purpose trail or we can hike
in the woods if we are feeling adventurous. Our walks always give us time to get to
know each other while we spend time out in nature! Please join us!
Christmas Luncheon Planned
By Gay Cady
You are cordially invited to our annual Christmas Luncheon sponsored by the
Women's Group. Since it was such a hit last year, we are holding it at Matteo's North
Royalton. This restaurant is just north of 82, on Ridge, just beyond the intersection with
Bennett, on the left hand side. There is a parking lot in back. We have reserved the room
for our event. We meet Friday, December 15th, at 12 noon. All are welcome! Please
come!! We'll have fun!
Please let me know via e mail or post on the sign up sheet at the Church if you plan
to attend

Save the Date!
SWUU’s Annual Service Auction ‐‐
a Celebration of Mexican Culture!
Saturday, March 3, 2018

Bid on services and events offered by SWUU members, enjoy a Mexican‐
themed dinner, play games, bid for raffle baskets, listen to music, and more!
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Ring in the New Year with SWUU!
Bring your family, and join your SWUU family, for our first ever New Year’s Eve party!
6:30 – 9:00 pm, Sunday, December 31, 2017






Appetizers and beverages
Music and dancing
Game tables
2018 vision board
Chair massages by Krysten (additional fee required)

This family‐friendly event will conclude at 9:00 pm so that younger folks can go to bed
and older folks can move on to other evening festivities.
Cost is $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for youth ages 10‐18 and $3.00 for children under 10,
with a maximum charge of $25.00 per family.
Please sign up on the sheet in the lobby so that we know how many to expect at this fun
event!
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Ellen & Ken
Cordially Invite You to Our

ANNUAL
NEW YEAR'S EVE
PARTY
December 31
8:00 p.m. to 1:00 a.m.
32 Manning Dr.
Berea, Ohio

No R.S.V.P. necessary
Bring finger food/ beverage of choice if desired
kellismtn@gmail.com
440‐234‐7034
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SUN

TUE

December 2017
MON

WED

FRI

SAT

To contact the minister, Rev. Kristen Rohm, or make an appointment to see her, call or email

THU
1

2
3:30 PM Women’s History

For calendar adds/changes/deletes notify us

9
9:00 AM OWL Meeting

7
7:00 PM
PFLAG Support Group

8

6
9:30 AM First Wednesday Coffee
__________
1:00—3:00 PM
Spiritual Book Group

16
10:00 AM Covenant
Group
__________
1:00 PM Cookie Baking/
Tree trimming
__________
7:00 PM Youth Group

5
7:00 PM
Evening
Spiritual
Book Group

23

3
4
Faith for All
1:30 PM Medita-Rev. Kristen Rohm tion Group
______________
12:30 PM OWL Meeting

21
22
6:30 PM Small FORUM DEADgroup reLINE
hearsals

13
1:00-3:00 PM Spiritual
Book Group

17
18
Forrest Church, Fred Rogers,
1:30 PM Meditaand Ruby
tion Group
-Stephen Cook

12
7:00 PM
Board of
Trustees

20
1:00—3:00 PM
Spiritual Book Group
__________
7:30 PM Covenant
Group

29

10
11
Star Thrower
1:30 PM Medita-Rev. Kristen Rohm tion Group
______________
12:00 PM Race and Resilience
Conversation #3

19
7:00 PM
Evening
Spiritual
Book Group

28

Week day meetings are held
at the church unless otherwise noted.

30

26

27
1:00—3:00 PM
Spiritual Book Group

All events are handicap
accessible unless indicated by a **

14
15
7:30 PM Choir 12:00 PM —
Rehearsal
Holiday Lunch @
Matteo’s
__________
7:00 PM Men’s
Group @ Mario’s

24
25
10:30 AM Story and Song
-Rev. Rohm and Jenni Papp
__________
5:30 PM Season of Hope
-Rev. Kristen Rohm
31
Time Well Spent

-Suzy Matlack

-9-

—————The Forum—————
Sharing and Caring
Keep Nan Starkey in your thoughts as she recovers from a broken shoulder.
Laura Urbanic and Sharon Eckert are both recovering after having hip
replacement surgery. Cards are welcome!
One of our former members, Kathy Comber, is also recovering from surgery
this month. Kathy has a new knee!
* send your joys and sorrows to forum@swuu.org for inclusion in the next issue

Southwest Unitarian Universalist Church
6320 Royalton Road
North Royalton, Ohio 44133

We are happy to mail The Forum to anyone who would like to receive it. If you
have a blue dot on your mailing label, we
haven't heard from you in a while. Please
contact us by phone 440 877 1686
or email office@swuu.org – if you'd like
to continue to receive The Forum
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